CZECHOSLOVAK FOREIGN RELATIONS                  I?!

Such a phenomenon of political stability, in a world of con-
stant uncertainty in matters of cabinet continuity, calls for an
explanation. Because Czechoslovakia was a freely functioning
and politically mature democracy, it has to be assumed that
the people of the country were fundamentally satisfied with
the work Benes was doing, and the political philosophy that
motivated his administration of the foreign relations of the
State. The Czechoslovak people must have felt that he repre-
sented their hopes and aspirations in foreign policy in the most
adequate fashion possible. If that had not been the case even
President Masaryk's support and approval would not have
been sufficient to keep him in office. But this does not tell the
whole story.

One of the primary factors in this case is to be found in the
approach of the Czechoslovak people to all their political
problems. They are now, as they always have been through-
out their history, profoundly awaxe of the implications of their
geographical position in the centre of Europe. The oft-quoted
remark of Bismarck that he who is master of Bohemia is master
of Europe could hardly have elicited from them anything but
a smile. Since the days of Samo in the seventh century they
have known and acted on a sure realization of the truth Bis-
marck had discovered a little late. Prince Vaclav at the
beginning of the tenth century, and since then all the rulers of
Bohemia have been able to command the loyalty and respect
of their people in proportion as they acted on that principle.
The peasants and the townsfolk may not have been geopoli-
ticians, but they knew well two facts and a deduction from
them, of cardinal importance for their survival: their land
was surrounded by Germans on three sides, and their beloved
mountains formed a protective wall between them and their
natural enemies. If these riatural enemies were allowed to
spread their rule within this natural protective wall, the free-
dom of their own land and that of the whole Danube basin
would disappear.